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Letter from the Editors 

 

Hi Sewists, 

 

²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜǿƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƎǊŀǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ 

ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǿƴ ōŀƎ ƻǊ ǇǳǊǎŜΦ aŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜŀǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ 

masterpiece out and about for the world to admire! hǊΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 

ŀǎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎǳǘŜΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ мл ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǇǳǊǎŜ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ Ŝ.ƻƻƪΦ 

LƴǎƛŘŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ōŀƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǎŜǎ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭƻǾŜΦ CǊƻƳ 5L¸ ŎƭǳǘŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜŀŎƘ ōŀƎǎ 

perfect for summer, all of our tutorials are designed to lead you through each step. We hope you enjoy 

these fun purse and bag projects. 

 

Happy Sewing! 

 

You can find additional bags and purses, home décor ideas and more at www.AllFreeSewing.com.  

 

Our eBooks, like all our sewing projects, are absolutely FREE to members of our sewing community. 

Please feel free to share with family and friends and ask them to sign up at our website for our  

free e-mail newsletter. 

 

 

Happy Sewing, 

The Editors of AllFreeSewing 

www.AllFreeSewing.com  

http://www.allfreesewing.com/
http://www.allfreesewing.com/section/subctr/action/signup
http://www.allfreesewing.com/
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Bright Beach Bag Pattern   
 
By: Jen Eskridge for Reanna Lily Designs  

Use this beach bag pattern to create a quilted 
bag large enough to fit sun screen, flip flops, 
towels and other beach necessities. This beach 
bag features two large pockets on each end and 
is soft and machine washable. 
 

 
 
Materials: 

¶ 1 1/3 yard main fabric (bag body and 
binding) 

¶ 7/8 yard fabric (side panel + pockets) 

¶ 1 crib size pre-packed batting 

¶ 1 1/2 yard cotton webbing (handles) 

¶  I started with an old T-shirt and a yard 
of coordinating fabric. Originally I was 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǎƘƛǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
skirt part, but this fabric matched too 
well to not use it. 

NOTE: Make this bag even quicker by 
purchasing the following instead of the 
suggested materials: 

¶ 1 1/4 yard pre-quilted fabrics (bag body 
and sides) 

¶ 1/2 yard traditional cotton (pockets and 
binding) 

¶ 1 1/2 yard cotton webbing 

 

Download the PDF to find all step-by-step 
instructions and photos.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://reannalilydesigns.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/RD2035BeachBagInstr2.pdf
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Burlap Purse With Shabby Rose  

 
By: Nancy for La Maison Reid 
 
You'd be surprised to hear that you can make a 
lovely purse like the Burlap Purse With Shabby 
Rose for around $5! Similar bags could set you 
back close to $100. Use this free purse pattern 
to be both smart and stylish. 

 

 
 
Materials: 

¶ Burlap material for outside 
¶ Cotton fabric for inside lining 

 

 
1) I made this bag for about $5.50.  It was  
pretty easy to do.  I started by cutting the 
bottom front and back.  Cut two pieces 10" 
high x 18" wide. I made six pleats along the 
top, each pleat facing the center of the 
rectangle. After these were pinned in place 
I basted it on the sewing machine. Do this 
for both the front and back of the purse.  
Notice that the top is now curved. The piece 
that goes on top of this will need to be 
fitted. for mine because then it's already 
hemmed! You'll need enough fabric for 1.5 
x your hip measurement, cut to about 20" 
in length. 
 

 
 
2) Now measure the width of top (above 
the pleats) along the curve line with a soft 
tape measure. Mine measured 13" but this 
size will depend on how deep you make 
your pleats. Cut two pieces of burlap 5" tall 
x width of your top (5"x 13" for mine).  
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When I went to pin this piece on, it 
appeared to be WAY too small. Don't freak 
out! Just follow the curve at the top and 
ease it into place. Sew these two pieces 
together. Now you can start on one side of 
the purse and sew down one side seam, the 
bottom seam and then up the other side 
seam in one swoop!  Make your lining 
exactly like the outside and place it inside, 
wrong sides together. 

 
 
3) Before you sew the lining to the outside 
make your straps. I cut two strips 22"x3". 
Sew with 1/2" seam and turn inside out. Put 
these in between the lining and the outside 
and sew it all up. On this tote I put the 
straps side to side rather than front to back 
like I did in the first Burlap Tote (Tutorial). 
This is more of a "purse" while the first one 
I made is more like a "tote." 
 

 
4) bƻǿ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǎƘŀōōȅ ǊƻǎŜΗ LǘΩǎ Ŝasy to do 
and there are lots of good tutorials out 

there.  
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DIY Envelope Clutch  

By: Valerie for Insatiable Need 
 
You'll be set back about fifty bucks for a similar 
store bought clutch. Create the DIY Envelope 
Clutch yourself and you'll save money and have 
a bag specially made for you! Learn how to 
make a clutch bag with this helpful tutorial. 
 

 
 
Materials:  

¶ Zipper 

¶ This clutch can made from upholstery 
fabric, denim, corduroy, leather, suede, 
or vinyl 

¶ Optional: colorful thread for 
topstitching, ribbon for embellishment 
 

This is a variation of my evening envelope 

clutch sewing pattern. My pattern includes a 

flap with optional piping and a magnetic snap 

closure, and is about medium-sized. 

For this version, I wanted a trendier look, so I 

left off the flap, and made it a bit bigger. Over-

sized clutches have been all over the runways 

since last spring, and if the current runways are 

ŀƴȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƴȅǘƛƳŜ 

soon!  

 

 

 

1. Alter the pattern: 

LǘΩǎ ǎǳǇŜǊ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƻŦ 

this clutch. I wanted mine to be a bit taller and 

a ōƛǘ ǿƛŘŜǊΣ ǎƻ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŀǇŜŘ м  ǎǘǊƛǇǎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 

existing pattern piece. 

I also wanted to use a zipper, instead of the 

magnetic snap that the original pattern calls for, 

so I had to make sure it was wide enough to 

ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ мн  ȊƛǇǇŜǊ L ƘŀŘΦ 

Since I like tƻ ǎŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ оκу  ǎŜŀƳ ŀƭƭƻǿŀƴŎŜΣ L 

made sure my new pattern was wide enough to 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ мκн  ŎƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ 

the zipper. 

 
2. Cut the fabric: 

This clutch is so simple that you could make it 

ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΧ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

http://www.hollandcox.com/syndicate_envelopeclutch.html
http://www.hollandcox.com/syndicate_envelopeclutch.html
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heavyweight like upholstery fabric, denim, or 

corduroy, or something lighter like silk dupioni. 

This clutch works great in leather, suede, or 

vinyl as well. Remember to use a Teflon or 

plastic zipper foot on your machine when 

sewing with leather. Or just stick a piece of 

frosted Scotch tape on the bottom of your 

regular foot. This prevents the metal foot from 

sticking to your leather, ultrasuede, vinyl or 

suede fabric. 

 

3. Add a pocket: 

CƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŎƭǳǘŎƘΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ǝƻƛng to need at 

least one pocket so your smŀƭƭŜǊ ƎƻƻŘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 

floating around in the bottom of your bag all 

willy-nilly. 

I used the pocket that came with the envelope 

clutch pattern, which is just a rectangular patch 

pocket. If you feel the need, make two instead 

of one. Sew one down the center to create two 

smaller pockets, for your iPhone or some other 

e-toy. Just one more way to further personalize 

your envelope clutch! 

 

 

4. Insert the zipper: 

{ƻƳŜƘƻǿ ȊƛǇǇŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ŀ ōŀŘ ǊŀǇΧǘƘŜȅ 

ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǎ ǎŎŀǊȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƪΗ 5ƻƴΩǘ 

be ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ƻŦ ȊƛǇǇŜǊǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ 

sewer! 

My method for inserting a zipper in a handbag 

is super easy: 

мΦ ŦƻƭŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŀ мκн  ƘŜƳ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

top of the self and lining 

2. line up the self and lining, wrong sides facing, 

so that the folded edges match exactly 

3. pin the zipper tape in between these two 

layers 

4. topstitch the zipper in place. Done! 

 

5. Sew the bag together: 

Can you believe we are almost done sewing!?! 

To sew the bag together, open the zipper all the 



                                                                                {ŜǿƛƴƎ .ŀƎǎΥ ¢ǳǘƻǊƛŀƭǎ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ [ƻǾŜ 

 

 
Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and more at www.AllFreeSewing.com. 10 

way, and then pin the self (the orange canvas 

on my bag) together with right sides facing, and 

do the same with the lining (the geometric print 

on my bag). 

Remember to leave a hole in the bottom of the 

lining. Sew all the way around the bag, 

backstitching at each end of the opening, and 

over the side seams where the lining meets the 

self. 

Turn right side out, close the hole in the lining, 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΗ tǊŜǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀƎ 

ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƎƻΗ 

Your finished clutch will be very, very flat, and 

ready to fill up with all your gear you need for a 

night on the town (or a day of 

ŜǊǊŀƴŘǎΧǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊύΦ 

 

Optional: Embellishments 

I left mine plain (I rather think the bright 

άǎŀŦŜǘȅέ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ), but this 

envelope clutch is ripe for all kinds of 

embellishments. You can really go wild with this 

if you want! 

How about sewing on a wide strip of fabric in a 

ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƻǊΚ ¢ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ-

trend, what with color blocking being so hot 

right now. 

You could pin your favorite brooch to the bag, 

or even a wrap a necklace or a belt around your 

clutch. (Check out the over-sized buckles on 

clutches at the spring 2012 Burberry Prorsum 

show last week.) 

    

 
 

You could use topstitching thread to sew a 

design onto the surface of your bag, or use 

ribbon to add both a shot of color, and a 

contrasting texture. 

Just remember to add any sewn 

embellishments to the bag before you insert 

the zipper (after you deal with the pockets in 

step three). 

This bag took me about a half hour to make. 

With such minimal time investment, you could 

literally make one to wear this weekend! 

Pick up the envelope clutch sewing pattern όƛǘΩǎ 

an instant download PDF, so no waiting!) and 

make as-is, or with your own unique 

adjustments. If you do make changes, it would 

seriously make my day to see pictures of your 

ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ όƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘύΗ 

http://www.hollandcox.com/syndicate_envelopeclutch.html
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Not Just Another Pretty Purse  

 
By: Sabra for Sew a Straight Line 

 

Do you want to make something special? 

Something that's Not Just Another Pretty 

Purse? You've found the right project. With a 

unique shape, this purse can hold everything 

you need and is feminine and stylish. 

 

 
 

Supplies: 

¶ 1/2 yard main fabric 

¶ 1/2 yard lining 

¶ 1/2 yard interfacing or other stabilizer (I 

used fleece because I had it on hand 

and my other materials were thinner 

cotton so I needed something thick) 

¶ 2 Magnetic closure/snaps 

 

Optional: 

Cell phone pocket:  

-snap or Velcro, a closure of some sort  

Zippered pocket:  

-9 inch zipper  

-material for pocket liningτtwo 10x10 pieces 

-10 * 1.5 inch strip of medium weight 

interfacing  

 

Key Fob:  

-bag hook grabby thingτyou know the kind 

that hold key rings 

Covered Buttons:  

-Covered button kit  

-3*3 inch scrap of interfacing  

 

False Bottom:  

-fabric cut to fit the bottom pattern piece, *2  

-interfacing or stabilizer cut to fit the bottom 

pattern piece  

-plastic canvas cut to fit the bottom pattern 

piece, minus 1/2 inch on all sides  

 

Piping: 

-1/4 yard coordinating fabric -Corded elastic or 

other cording stuff 

 

Download these PDFs for the patterns and 

instructions.  

PDF 1 

PDF 2 

PDF 3 

PDF 4 

PDF 5 

Instructions  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://dl.dropbox.com/u/35519499/Purse%205%20of%205.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/35519499/Purse%202%20of%205.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/35519499/Purse%203%20of%205.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/35519499/Purse%204%20of%205.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/35519499/Purse%205%20of%205.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/35519499/Purse%205%20of%205.pdf
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Emergency Zippered Pouch  

 
By: Lisa and Sarah for Spoonful of Sugar 

The emergency zippered pouch is the perfect 

sized handy bag to store first aid supplies. Use 

the pouch to hold band aids or as a gift card 

holder. You can learn how to sew a zippered 

bag from this simple tutorial. Cute, easy and 

quick! 

 

 
 

Materials: 

¶ 4 charm squares (5 x 5 inches), two 

each for pouch outer and lining 

¶ small piece of flannel for wadding 

¶ scrap of white linen 

¶ scrap of red homespun 

¶ scrap of ribbon 

¶ split ring 

¶ 4 inch zipper  

 

 

 

 

Cut Fabrics: 

¶ White Linen - cut four squares, 1 x 1 

inch 

¶ Red Homespun - cut 2 squares, 1 x 1 

inch; cut rectangle 1 x 2 inch. 

¶ Outer fabric - cut 2 rectangles, 5 x 3 

inches. 

¶ Lining fabric - cut 2 rectangles, 5 x 3 

inches 

¶ Flannel - cut 2 rectangles, 5 x 3 inches 

¶ Ribbon - cut one piece, 2 inches in 

length. 

 

Sew Red Cross Path: 

 

 
 

Referring to the photograph for placement, 

stitch a white square onto opposite sides of 

a red square. Press seams towards the red 

square. 

Stitch a red/white unit to either side of the 

red rectangle. Press. 
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Cut a piece of cardboard that is 1 1/2 inches 

square. Lightly spray the Red Cross patch 

with spray starch. Place the patch wrong 

side up on your ironing board. Centre the 

cardboard square on the patch. Using the 

cardboard as a guide, press the seams 

inwards. Allow to cool and then remove the 

piece of cardboard. Your patch is now ready 

to stitch onto the pouch. 

 

 
 

Install Zipper: 

Layer a piece of the outside fabric onto a piece 

of flannel. Layer the zip on top with the right 

sides together and the long edge aligned, and 

stitch in place. Press, and then top stitch. 

Repeat for other side of the zip. 

 
 

Pin the Red Cross to the middle of the pouch 

front and stitch in place. Fold the ribbon over 

the split ring and baste in place - referring to 

the photograph for placement. 

 

 

I wanted a rounded bottom to my pouch so 

marked in some curved corners with a water 

erasable pen (I used a cotton reel as a 

template). With the zip open, and the wrong 

side of the pouch facing, pin in half. Stitch along 

sides and bottom of the pouch. Trim and clip 

corners. 
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With the right sides of the lining piece facing, 

pin together and mark the rounded corners. 

Stitch the lining sides and bottom together. 

Trim and clip corners. Press under 1/4 inch 

along the top edge. 

 

 
 

Turn the pouch out the right way and press. 

Position the lining inside the pouch and attach 

in place by hand using a slip stitch. (For smaller 

pouches, I find hand stitching the lining gives a 

better result). 
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Linen Travel Jewelry Bag  
 

By: Beverly for Flamingo Toes 

Keep your jewelry safe and in one place when 

you travel. Learn how to make a drawstring bag 

that can hold your rings, necklaces, and 

bracelets in one compact bundle. Make this 

Linen Travel Jewelry Bag to match your luggage 

or use fabric that's a little more special. 

 

 
 

Materials: 

¶ 1/2 yard for outside fabric 

¶ 1/2 yard for inside fabric 

¶ т  ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ƻŦ ŦǳǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎƛƴƎ 

¶ Cording or Ribbon for Tie For a child's 

skirt, you can probably use a T-shirt that 

you have lying around, but for an adult 

skirt you'll need to get your hands on 

some jersey yardage. 

 

1) Begin by cutting out your circles. Out of 

each fabric cut 1 ς му  ŎƛǊcle and 1 ς мр  

circle.  

 

 
 

2) On the wrong side of fabric of the small outer 

fabric circle, iron the circle of fusible interfacing 

in the center. 

 

 

3) Place the small circles right side together and 

ǎŜǿ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ мκн  ǎŜŀƳ 

allowance. Leave an opening for turning, clip 

the seam allowance all the way around and turn 

right side out. 


































