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Letter from the Editors

Hi Sewists

LGQa&a yitat odr Se@ing@ammunity loveto create uniqueand useful bags and purses. The

wonderful thing about a great handmade bag is tha2 dzQf f dzaS AG RIFIAf&d D2yS | N
overpriced handbags. Instead, explore the ideas found in this eBook and create one (or several)

82dNE St TH 2d8DA2 YNP &FR2ZRIZNI Tl g2NARGS G208 FyR Of dzi OK
GNF YyaLRNL | f2G 2F o6St2y3IAay3da 2N 2dzad | FSg3x & 2dxQ
bags as fun and rewarding as we do!

Happy Sewing!

You can find additios home décor ideas and moet www.AllFreeSewing.com

Our eBooks, like all our sewing projects, are absolutely FREE to members of our sewing community.
Please feel free to share with family and friends arkdthem to sign up at our website for our
free email newsletter

HappySewing

The EditoraAbFreeSewing

www.AllFreeSewing.com

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com 3
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5 Step Market Tote

By:Cynthiafrom The Sewing Dork

The 5 Step Market Tote is really as easy as it seems. ¥Yonaide this toé in one nighto have it ready
for your next day of shopping adventures. The use of old pillowcases allows you to clean out that
excessive linen closet, making this a thrifty craft.

Materials:

1 One sensational pillowcase

1 One simple pocket

1 Two strapsYou can usscraps of other fabricslach strap shoulde approximately 48
inches long

1 44 inches of double fold bias tape

Directions:

1. Make a sensational pocket out of colorful scrap fabrics.

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com
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2. Fold your pillowcase in half, bging the short endsoigether.The folded edge Wibe the bottom of
your tote. Centerour pocket on the folded pillowcase and sew to the "front" of your tote, either inside
or outside.

3. Encase each "short" top edge of the pillowcase with bias tape and stitch into phasevill sew
closed theopen end of the pillowcase too

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com
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4. Make two straps that will be searn the exterior of your tote. The straps in each tutorial 48
inches long andbou 3 inches wide when finisheéinish the raw edges of each strap any wWat you
like (.e.folding the raw edges inward, serging them, et®ake sure they are sturdy enough to carry
your groceries! Open up your pillowcase grasbition each strap as showhhe straps meet smack dab
in the middle.

Helpful Tip

No old pillowcase available? Try_

recycling an old fitted
t-shirt! You'd be surpris
much fabric is really around the
house.

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com
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5. Overlap the gapsslightly where they meet-old under one raw edge as shown below and pin the
straps dl over to hold them in placd-old up your pillowcase to make sure that the two protruding
handles are the same length and adjuse straps till you get it righSew staps to outside of
pillowcase.

6. With right sides together, fold pillowcase in halbagand sew up two side seanksnito!

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com
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For a fun look, dissect two different pillowcases and "remake" the pillowcase so thaingide and
outside fabrics are different.

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com
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Basic Purse Organizer

By:Gloria fromDomestic Diva
Create this Basic Purse Organizer to neatly store your things. This purse organizer pattern is easy to

make and will show how to sew lining in a bag. It fits perfectly irslubesicpurse and you'll always be
able to find the things you need. Add as mawgkets as you need and keep all of your belongings

organized.

Materials:

1 yard of muslin fabric
Thread

HTé ayl Ll dF LS
Craft Fuse interfacing

= =4 =4 =9
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1 2 sheets plastic mesh and yarn (optional)

Note: Thislayout includes 5 open pockets. Note that the depth of the pocket
varies. Each is tailored for the item it will hold. If pockets are too deep,
retrieving the item will be difficult. All of the items stick out slightly from thei
pocket.

1. Cut muslin fafic according to the Basic Purse difens following step #1
and #2.Iron Craft Fuse to the wrong side of the fabric.

2 y the fabric flat, right side up. Plan your pockets. You can include as

§ 82dz OK22aS8s Ay lye &airl So | SNBEQa : RSa

wWneOSY U SNBR pé - P €0 2AR0IOANS Ga 2R/S i Ke ¢ ?}EY

oFourLl2 O1 Sta Ay @I NE A Y Jacdsdle$op sice.| To INE
edges of all pockets were lined with interfacing to give them more body. |

3. When all pockets are attached, folleteps #3 through #8 of the Basic Purg BARH
directions.(Foundon pg. 9of this eBook

4. Pinthe snap tape to the right side of the organizer aligning the edge of the
tape to the edge of the organizer. Place the edge of the tape against the side
seam stitcling. Use a zipper foot to sew dowboth edges of the tape.

5. Pin the opposite strip of snap tape to the wrong side of your finished Basic
Purse by placing the edge of the tape against the side seam stitching, and
aligning the edge of the tape to the edgéthe hem. Once in place, the tape
will be not be visible because it is on the underside of the purse hem.

6. Turn the hem at the crease you made ins#2.Machine stitch aroud the
0F3 wé FTNRY GKS G2L) SR3ISO®

7.Snap your organizer into your purse.

Tip:

| used tape with metal snaps for this project but | recommend the kind of

0F LIS dza SR A yThédnapsakedplasid addiha&ve @ stonger hold
than the metal type and are less bulky.

Optional Structure

If you prefer a purse with more bod§,2 dz OF'y | OKAS@S Al 6AGK LXFadAo
sided structure that sits between the outer purse and the organizer offering body and flexibility.

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com 11
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w . he¢thza 2yS LIASOS 2F LI FAGAO YSaK né - QpOdPHpE D
w { LGudtyo piecesof meshi®p e - PPTpE D

i z A z

w GG O0OK GKS (62 &aARS LIASOSa (G2 GKS o02GG2Y LIASOS

N T W T

w tfFr0S GKS o aARSR a0NMzOGdNBE Ayid2 GKS LW2NBRS o0Sig
meshfirmly and all the way to the bottom until it is seated properly.

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and moreva.AllFreeSewing.com
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Basic Purse Tutorial

By:Gloria fromDomestic Diva

It's always best practice to start with the basics. The Basic Purse Tutorial is the perfect place to start your
bag making adventures. Once you've learned how to sew your own purse, check out the corresponding
purse organizer. The basic purse and the basicrozgakeep all of your everyday belongings neatly

stored away for your hectic life on the go.

Finished Size:
13" wide X 11.5" tall

Materials:

1 1 yard of heavy canvas fabric
1 Thread

Strap Options:

Basic Straps:

If you choose to attach matching fabric straps directly to the top hem

iKS o6l 3x Odzi g2 LASOSa 2F Tl ol Hn®Hp ¢
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witha%k y ¢ &S YZ NR IKAdINYA AZRIOND LJa2 INAGKKSINI® A RS 2 dzi @ ¢ dzNY
straps,centering them equally fromthe side@ S Ya 6AGK | LILWINRPEAYIl (St & popné
end of the strap to the inside at the hem stitching line. Sew each strap once more securing it at the top

edge of the hem. You may also choose to slip the raw edigihe straps into the hem before it is top

stitched then finishing by securingem at the top edge of the hem.

You can also find eely-made straps in various materials that only require finishing on the ends.
Binding Straps:

This style binds thentire bag, going down one side and coming up the
20KSNY LGQa SaaSyidaiartte 2yS t2y13
and connected with one seam. The dtdla a K2 dz2f R 6S yy ¢ f
— = { S (GKS a0NILIQ&a tf2y3 SR3IAS ghitside (K
out. Sew the two ends togethelay the loop onto the right side of the
bag fabrc with the seam in the centePosition and pin each strap an
equd distance from the side seamBhe shoulder strap part of the loops
aK2dzZ R SkandtyeR dé 06 S

creases in the fabriclop stitch CFGQSK

close to the edges of each strap
stopping one inchrbm the creases in the fabriéfter =
82dz2Q0S FTAYAAKSR GKS o613 I L) KSY
back and top stitch the unattached portions of the loop. -

sealm

Tabs with Rope:

~ 4 Make tabs to hold any type of purchased straps. You will need 4 pieces of
FILONAO YSIF&Adz2NAY3I ndupé 08 cPHpED {Sg St
¢CdzNYy GKSY NRARIKG AARS 2dzi GKSyYy GdzNYy dzyRS
up the edges, and sew tmthe bag. Secure with another line of stitching
closer to the top edge of the bag, with enough openingltovathe rope to
pass through. lde raw edges of rope by creating two more tabs and wrapping
them snugly around the joined ends

Knotted Leatherand Grommet (eyelet):

Nothing could be easier than attaching four grommets to the top edge of

your bag, slipping a leather strap through them and knotting the ends.

Grommets are available in sizes from small to large and come in different

finishes. Evetthing you need is in the package except a hammer and a

KFENR adz2NFI OSao 2SS dzaS GKS 3IF NI IS Ff22I
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SIOK YSI&adz2NAy3a | 062dzi HHE O

Directions:

1./ dzit GKS FIFIONARO (2 YSI adaNB Hpé

2. On both short ends, fold under the raw edges, wrong sides
G23SGKSNI YR LINB’aa G2 ONBIGS || op
¢dzNYy dzy RSNJ I 3L Ay o0oé FyR LINBaa odz
YF1Ay3 GKS G0AYRAYy3 &GN LAE (KSe
strap options aboe.

3.hLISy GKS o0¢é¢ KSY FyR FfA3dy (G(4KS NIr¢ SR3ISAE gAGK NR3
4. Sew the left and right side edges of the bag with 5/8 seams, from the raw edges to the folded edge.

Finish off the seams with a serger or a zgggatch to prevent fraying.

5. Bring together the bottom point of the right and left seams in a pyramid shape. Smooth layers. Press
with your hands to create temporary creases on angled edges.

cd tflOS | NHzZ SNI I ONPAAAGKSIKEeS8RBY a0 AAPRYVAIGKEK
fabric to the left and right of center.

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com 15
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7. Make a line against the ruler with a pen or tape. Flip the layers over and mark the other side. Machine
stitch acrosghe ruled lines.

—
>

FELG o02002Y F2NJ é2dNJ 6+ 30 LF &2dz 1
cover for it and place it in the bottom of the bag. Hand stitkl 02 @S NJ G2
the cardboard in position.

8.Turnthe bagrightsid2 dzi YR LJzZAK AyiG2 GKS O2NYySNBR 2F (G(KS A
' .
K

9.¢dzNYy GKS KSY i GKS ONBFaS @&2dz YIRS Ay &adGSLI 1 HO
This will leave you with one free inch to which you can attach a snap tape f8asie Pure Organizer if
g2dz OK22aSo 2dzNJ 613 A& FAYAAKSR yR &2dzQNBE NBIF Re

5
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How to Dress up the Basic Purse:

2

) 4 &y R
LH} SPETivls -
iw L6 &

& &

Fabric:

Here the fabricesembles canvas in itgeave but is soft and very lightweight. Bght in fact, thatit's
lined with Craft Fuse ireon interfadng to keep it from going limg@he soft color of the fabric gives the
purse a very feminine look.

Accents:

Q) AG GKS LJzNBES FFEONARO K2NAT 2y al fHidad |1OoK2 dzd Cpét 2TNNERAX
strip of cotton fabric, the same fabric used in the braided strap. The strip hides a zippered pocket and

adds an interesting element to the look of the project. A piece of fancy chain attached to the zipper pull

and with red and goltheads pick up the colors in the cotton strip.

-t
.
)

Hardware:

Large metal grommets hold the strapdgive the purse some attitude. You can also addagnetic
OfFaLl 42 GKS OSyidSNI 2F G(GKS (2L KSY 0ST2NB a0GAGOKA
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Focal Point:

The real focus ahis purse isundoubtedly the braided strapfou can maka casing for the piping by

aSoeAy3a | Hpé AGNRLI 2F 7T 0 NWyitight sOé dat ahDinSeitéd a A RS& G213
piping.There are two solid cotcstrips and one of the printThe braided part of the strap is attached to

a separate loop of solid fabric after it is daded through the two grommet4 flat strip of fabric

without piping is then wrapped around the coection to hide the raw edge&ee howtiwas done in

the photos below.

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com 18
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1. Once your casings are made, an easy way to insert the piping is to sew ribbon or seam binding to one
end of the piping. Attach a safety pin to the opposite end of the ribbon. Lead the pin through the casing
and pull thepiping through.

20 TGSNJI ONI ARAY3 (GKS GKNBS adNRARLAZ Lzt oF Ol GKS O
braided strips on each end. This will provide an overall equal thickness when you join it with the

connecting loop.

3h@SNI L) 6KS O6NIAR SyRa YR 02G4K SyRa 2F | pe¢ 2y

Stitch across all thicknesses two or three times.

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com 19
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41 ARS (KS 02yySOilAz2y FYR NI}Ig¢g SR3IASE oeé aSopiy3
slightly below the point where it connects to the braid. Wrap around, angling upward until the raw
edges are covered. Pin in place.

5. Attach a safety pin to the tail end of the wrap. Lead the pin through the top of the wrap.

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com
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6. Pull through thdfirst band of the wrap. Cut off enough of the tail so it will be hidden under the band.

7.Hand stitch under the band to hotte tail securely in place.

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com



http://www.allfreesewing.com/

ALLFREESEWING @ _
Free Patterns To Keep You In Stitches 12 Beautiful Tote Purse Patterns

Decorative TShirt Tote Bag

By: Tamara fronmEtcetorize

With just a few materials you can create a lovely, casual bag that's great for everyday useshittis T
tote bag is easy to make and the tutorial vsilow you how to sew a purse so you can make several as
gifts!

I —

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and morevay.AllFreeSewing.com
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Materials:

M1 T-Shirt

9 Fabric for embellishing

9 Fabric interfacing

1 Bias Tape

1 Thread
Directions:

1. Lay out your IShirt and make marks similar tioose below:

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com 23
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2. Cut along youlines.You should end up with something that looks like this:

3. Turn your top inside out, pin along the bottoand stitch closed.

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com
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4. Turn back to right sides outlow, you could just leave it at that and have a cute little tote bagjfbut
you don'tlike raw edgesyou can finish them ofByadding some bias tape to your edges yaal$o
reinforce everything and the strapgon't stretch out to Timbuktu.

Layyour bias tape down, right sides together, along the edge andYpn can start with th&armhole”
edges first. (This took up almost an entire package of bias typeu're making a bigger bagake sure
to get enoughape to do all of your edges.

5. Stitch right in the little ditch of the bias tape, making sure t
overlap your ends.

6. Repeat thistep on all of your raw edges.

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com 25
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7. This is what your edge will look like with the bias tape on it.

8. Now just fold it to the insiddt should just naturally roll nicely. Give it a good pressing. Pin it down if
you have to, and then stitch about a 3/8" hem to secure the tape down.

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com

26


http://www.allfreesewing.com/

ALLFREESEWING @& _
Free Patterns To Keep You In Stitches 12 Beautlful Tote Purse Pattel’nS

8. If you'd like you can use yosilhouette machine and nka a cute little iron on transfer.

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com
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Mini Chevron Pouch Tutorial

By:Ashley forCherished Bliss

Here's a cute way to carry all kinds of small items. From toys to coins, little girls and women alike will
find the mini chevron pouch useful for carrying things. Free purse pattidthis one will undoubtedly

come in handy more than once.

Materials:

f TwoLJA SOSa 2F FILONRO NRJIAKf& mMHOpéE E podpé
1 Button orVelcro
1 Your basic sewing materials (thread, sewing machine, scissors)
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Directions:

1. Takeyoutwo NS O I y3f Sa FyR aS¢ (GKSY NRIKG aAiARSa

a small space in the tom for turning.

v

2.Clip corners and turn fabric right side out. Press down your seam in the space you left open. We will
top stitch this later.

y

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com
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3. Tri fold your rectangle and press.

4.¢KSY @2dz FNB 3J2Ay3 (G2 Sl @S twokies @and tbpyducan dhbdsd Yy R (G 2
not to top stich across the bottom. This creates the pouch.
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4.Now make a button holeontheflapBn a4 S¢ 2y @2 dzNJdordzii G2y F YR @2 dzQNB
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Gym Tote Bag Tutorial

By:Melissa fromSew Like My Mom

Carry all your workout gear in style with this Gym Tote Bag Tutorial. This spacious DIY tote bag has
handy zippered pockets and sturdy strapso included inhis tote bag tutoriabre instructions on how
to sew a drawstring bag as well.

Materials:

2 yards outer fabric

2 yards inner fabric

1 yard inner fabric (contrast and bag)
1.5 yards 70 weigh®elioninterfacing
.5 yards lightweight fusible interfacing
Rbbon

1 Sinch zipper

=4 =4 =4 4 -4 -4

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com 32



http://www.allfreesewing.com/
http://www.allfreesewing.com/Bags-and-Purses/Gym-Tote-Bag-Tutorial
http://sewlikemymom.com/
http://www.allfreesewing.com/Bags-and-Purses/Gym-Tote-Bag-Tutorial

ALLFREESEWING @ _
Free Patterns To Keep You In Stitches 12 Beau“ful Tote Purse Patterns

1 1 magnetic closure
T 9f YSNDRA ONI Fi 02yR aLIN}e& | RKSaags

Directions:

1. Startwith the outside firsfcuth LA SOS& 2 F A yui SLWWFS @S& 32 v Ll oENFHG hi 2
LASOS 2F FIONKYGRMO Y2EKSMNI LABSOSNRFOFI oNRAO mn E Hp

2. Using yousspray adhesive, attach fabric to the interfaciitts best if youdo this outside. Not only
does it smell, but it getsverywhere
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3.Oncefabricisattached,flipd KS LA SOSa 2@SNJ FyR GN¥XOS n youy TFTNRY
bag its depth.

4. To make the pockeplaceright sices together, lie the edges up, and selvi M K H astry |ftt2¢
Thenironthe seam, fligi KS 6 dzS LI NI 2@SNJ GKS &aSkys a2 A0 aKz2g.
The botobms should line up evenly now.
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5. Lay the pocket to top of one of thmutside pieces and mark where you want your pockeese the
markis inthe center sathere will be2 big pocketsandn Ay T N® YhereivllDe2 dkiniy Side
pockets.
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6. Sew down the lines you marke@ewt f Ay S |t f GKS g & |yGuNiBchels> n TN
don't wrap around under the bag.

Qx
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7./ dzi GKS n  &ljdd NB& &2dz (N} OSR 2y (KS ol O]
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8.Forthe liningedzi H LA SOS
Hp ®¢ ¢ K Keyther®idmi bias tagelfoSt@ &ctents on the topiab YR

M LIASOS wmo E
the pocketsGdzi ™M LJA SO

m>
>
%
o
N,
o
Rl
D
=
D
o
(@)
=
D
—
H
N
p
o

9. Sincethe fabric used fothe lininghereA 4y Qi 2dzad f A IKG ¢ SA I Kthefaprizh £ G A y 3
there was onlyl of eachcut for the inner pockets. If you think your fabric will be too flimsy with only 1
layer, cut 2 for each pocket.

To accent the pocketsandwich the &bric betweerthe pseudcbias tape and stitcit down.
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Ll

10.Line thepockets up on one side of the lining and mark whgve want yourpockets. For the taller
ones,if you want three pocketslivide the fabric irthirds and draw your lines.
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11. For the shorter pockeif, you only wan®, draw a line down the middle.

s : Il

]

e ad o
D 1 11 S 1, S\ \ —

; * ° ° ° ° o
_".”_".’_‘:'_‘;’_‘M_‘h

12. Now, to sew them down, you have to sew the shorter pocket to the taller pocket, then the taller

pocket to the lining. If you sew the smaller pocket through all the lay&rglapt f KIF @S | aSIFY R

middle of the middle upper pockeY.ouwant to carefully fold the lining piece back, and sew down your
middle seam, attaching the short pocket to the tall one.
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14. Measuren dzLJ FNRY G KS 0 Fhedy2SY adgNS RINB &F NRaxtyaiyKSe® a A RS a
lines to make the box bottom.
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15. Sewfrom the corner of one square to the other, to seal off the bottonyofir pockets just like/ou
did on the outside.

B

16. Cut out the square corners.

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com

41


http://www.allfreesewing.com/

ALLFREESEWING @
Free Patterns To Keep You In Stitches

12 Beautiful Tote Purse Patterns

I O IO 00 O (e s its
EIHIEB:’{‘,
N ﬁ--.. e

S

g

'.‘J'-] -
_gpgesEsEE LS

)

i

: .J\. 1i_]

| M

G

17.Take youm H 08 Hn fAYSR LR20O1SG LASOS YR ANRY AG 3
same sizePlaceit right sides together ogour other lining piece, about 4 inches from the taprawa

f2y3as a1Ayye NBOGI y3at Ssawp life dgolvktBedmidtlayiddmak yidhgled p alr €
shape marks at the end.

18. Sewaround the outer box shape and cut gaurinner lines.
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19. Put yourpocket piece through the hole and pull it to the other side.
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20. fon the opening flat.

44
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21. Grab your zippeand place it in the opening. Holding the zipper in the center, sew around the edge
of the opening, staying @se to the edge athe fabric.
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2T 18 GKS o62Gi2Y 2F G(KS LRO1SG yR F2fR A4 dzJs YI

23. Sew around the 3 open sidey, 8 @& 2 da2X@#& linBdzippered pocket.
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24. After cutting the corners on that side, place linpigces right sides together, and sew down both
sides, and across the bottom, leaving a hole several inches long to turn the bag through.

25. The corners will stibe open. Take them, place the seams from the side and the bottom together,
and sew straighacross.
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-l
Tip:

When you place the seams together, lay one to one side and the other to the other side. This will even
2dzi GKS GKAOlySaa 2F (GKS FFEoNRO @2dz2ONB LlzidAy3a GK
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26. To do the magnetic close, take 2 scrap pieces of interfacing, and mark the slits in the washer
pieces that come with the closure.

27. Place them on the wrong side of each side of the lining, I8&mérom the top and centered.
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28. Stitcharound each slit marking, making a sort of buttonhole for added security.

29. Cut on the lines ahinsert the magnetic closure.
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30. For the straps, cut 2 pieces 4 inches wide by 32 inches long of both the fabric and the fusible
interfacing. Apply thénterfacing tothe wrong side of the straps.

31.Fold downm K H 2y SIOK aARS FyR aSg¢go
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32. Fold right sides together and sew down the length of the strap. Then using a safety pin, turn the
straps right side out, and sew down both sides for stighili

33.PlaceS I OK &  NJ LJthe top oRtRedbslg aFdNegelvaibw far in from the sidegou want
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34.Takethe lining and with right sides together, put the outside into the lining, making sure your straps
are tucked down inside the 2 layers.
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36. Pull the bag through the hole in the lining and iron the top the same way you did the accent on the
outer pocket. Then stitch the lining to the bag right along thid fand sewhe hole closed in the
bottom.

And your bag is done!

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com 55



http://www.allfreesewing.com/

ALLFREESEWING @

Free Patterns To Keep You In Stitches 12 Beautlful Tote Purse PatternS

Accessory Bags Directions:

1.¢KS FE2NIf 2yS RalmmsS LABKKISLIMR 2 ES obad wmy

2.IrontKS 2L R26y ™M O

3. Lift the flap andold the fabric down to the line gu just ironed and press again.

E
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ABETLY

4. Fold down on the original crease and press (so your fabric is turned and ironed twice), creating a
casing. Sew from the bottom of the bagthe edge of casing.
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5. Unhfold the casing and fdlover, aligning the fold with the seam. Press.
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6. Repeat on the other side.

7. Fold the casing back down and iron, keeping your little flaps in so the edges are finished.

8. Sew along the bottom of the casing on each side of the bag.
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9. Threadt through with a safety pin and sew in the middle of each side to secure the ribbon.
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By:Katy fromSweet Verbena

Beach bag, diaper bag, school bag, overnight bag, no matter what you use it for this bag is a cinch! This
"It's a Cinch" Bag is a purse sewing pattern that you deattt to miss. It's a perfect sized bag for all

your needs.

Materials:

2/3 yard of the main, outer fabric (gray linen in my case)

1 2/3 yard of the contrasting fabric (black upholstery fabric)
Smaller Zipper(s) for interior pockets (optional)

One 24'Zipper

=A =4 =4 =


http://www.allfreesewing.com/Bags-and-Purses/Its-a-Cinch-Bag
http://sweet-verbena.blogspot.com/
http://www.allfreesewing.com/Bags-and-Purses/Its-a-Cinch-Bag

ALLFREESEWING @& .
Free Patterns To Keep You In Stitches 12 Beau“ful Tote Purse Patterns

Note:

This tutorial showyou how to construct the outer bag portion. The materials called for as#uahyou
will also add a zipper to the lined bagssume 1/4" seam allowancddsean upholstery weigthfabric for
at least the strapf this bag.The black fabribereis upholstery cotton. The gray, outer portiof this
bag is linen

Cut Fabric:
T /1 aAy3ayY pég2 umé E po
T {GNJF LAY C82dzNJ Hdpé E
9 5NFgaGNAYy3IAY ¢62 ppé E o0fé
9 hdzi SNJ . F3Y ¢62 HHE E HHE
T [AYAy3AY ¢62 HHuHéE E HHE

Directions:
Casing/Outer Bag Cotrsiction:

1. Cut fabric as shown below:
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2. The smallest rectangle of your contrasting fabric will be used as the casing. Press about 1/2" down
along all sides of both casings.

‘Wl kgesg )

7\%\ r,—u& p )
‘v\ RS .*f ‘&(

4. Position the casg onto one of your outer bag pieces as shown below (Right side of outer bag to
wrong side of casing) and pin in place.
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6. You don't want to sew either of the short ends or the toph# casing just yet. Leave it pinned in
place as shown:
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7. Repeat with other csing and other outer bag piecow take both outer bag pieces and pin with
right sides together. Sew as shown below:
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Notice how the casing is not caught up in the seamt'$taw you want it at all four ends so that, later,
the drawstring can be pulled through.

8. Hem the opening of the bag.

Straps:

1. You should have cut four 31" x 2.5" rectangles to use as your straps. Pair the straps and lay them right
sides togetherPin in place.
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2.Sew with a 1/4" seam allowance as shown. The gap is left so that the strap can later be turned right
side out.

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com 67



http://www.allfreesewing.com/

ALLFREESEWING @& .
Free Patterns To Keep You In Stitches 12 Beau“ful Tote Purse Patterns

3. Snip out the extra fabric at all four corners.

4.Use a (not too sharp) instrument to turn the strap right side. & ou can usehie eraser of a pencil.
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It's going © look a little wonky at firsbut give it a good press with the iron and it'll come together

5. Topstitch all the way around the straps. This will make them look more professional anthelbse
gap up as well.

6. This is why we didn't sew the top of the casing earlier. We want the straps to go underneath our
casing. The straps should dip down about a 1/2" below the top of the casing.
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7. Position and pin straps as shown below:

Patterns
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Sew ashown:

Drawstring:

1. The long skinny rectangles are going to be the drawstrings for the bag. Take them and fold them in
half hot dog style. Pin in place.
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2.Sew as shown below leaving a 4" gap somewhere along one of the long sttasiscan be turned
right side out. The angled seam at the short ends gives you a nice little point, if you're into that.

N\ 4(!’. gap

3. Turn right side out, press, and tegtitch both drawstrings, just as you did with the straps.

4. Now pull the strings througthe casing. You can use a large safety pin to help feed it through if
needed.

5. And just cinch it up!

Followthis tutorialto add a zippered liningtoyoutbd @ | 2dz R2y QG KI @S (2
more stability and practicality to it. Well worth the effort.
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One Yard Dish Towel Tote Bag

By: Joeyrom One Yard Projects

Here's a slight variation on the typical placemat tote. Grab a few colorful dish towels and create the One
Yard Dish Towel Tote Bag. From this tutorial you'll learn how to maite &&g that's comfortable to

wear and large enough to store all of your everyday belongings. If you've been looking for crafts to make
with towels, this is the project for you. Kitchen towel crafts are-fiemdly, easy and inexpensive.

Simply sew the te sides of the towels together, add straps and you're set to go!

Materials:

1 2 equal sized dish towels
1 Surdy material/fabric for straps
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Directions:

1. Sewa doubleroll hem along the cut sides along the "top" parts of the bag.

2. Matchthe good sides of the bag and sew the bag together on three sides. Note how the bottom
seam has a greater seamaalance.This is because the "bottom" of the bag was the original "top" and
it hasthe storebought finished seamdf you're working with smething thick try sewing just outside of
the already finished hemather than try to fold them

Find thousands of free sewing patterns, tips, tutorials and mokevat.AllFreeSewing.com 74


http://www.allfreesewing.com/

ALLFREESEWING @ _
Free Patterns To Keep You In Stitches 12 Beaunful Tote Purse Patterns

3. Turn the bag righiside out and attach the strapblsesome tinch webbing.If you want the straps a
little long cut two 32" pieces of webbing.

4. Attachstraps about three inclein from the sides of the baBositionone strap about three inches in
and arrange it so that the strap fl@towards the bottom of the bag.
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5. Sew a square to attach the strapge square is about 3/4" along eacius.

6. Foldthe strap back up towards the top of the bag. This cotleesnitial sewn squareSewthe strap
down again. Thitlding over and sewing twice Wiecurely attach the webbirand finish the webbing
edge as well.
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Helpful Tip

Try this proje
two placem

7. When you sewvthe folded over strapagain sew a square witm "X" in the middle.

1.../&_

8. Follow the same scheme to attach the remaining ends of the str@gssure you don't have any
twists in your strap before you secure the ends to liagy.
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Here's the finished produatith the long straps:
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Library Tote

By: Terra fronMama Says Sew

Carry all your books home in thiseful Library Tote. This simple tote bag tutorial is easy and fast to
make, a grat beginner sewing project. Teturdy design will let you bring home all the books you want!

Materials:

1 Y yard of fabric for the tote
1 Yayard of fabric for the handles

Directions:

1. Start with 1/2 yard of fabric for the tote itself and 1/4 yard of fabric for the handles. Cut the handle
piece in half lengthwise and the tote fabric intel2x19 inch rectangles.

2. Iron one 19 inch end over then over again on both reglies Topstitch it down.
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4. Turn both handles right side out and press.
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5. Pin the handles to the tote. The raw edges of the handles should line up with the rawadbes
tote, so you'll have an upsiedown "U" shape. Measure so that both your handles are 5 inches from the
outside edge of your tote. Do the same with the other handle and tote piece.
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6. Topstitch all around the handles to secure them to the tdtemake them securgou may want to
sew two rows

7. Match up your two tote pieces right sides together. Sew down both sides and along the bottom of the
tote. Cutout a 2inch square piece fromhe bottom corners of your tote.
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8. Pinch the edges togethemnd pin in place. Sew it shut.

Now go to the library and fill your tote with books. Even better, you now have your hands free to grab
your baby before he or she sends every book in the library toppling to the floor.
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DIY Fancy Lace Clutch

By: Gloria fronDomestic Diva

TheDIY Fancy Lace Clutch is perfect for a fun night out. Follow these simple steps and learn how to
make a clutch bag. With special edgings and beads attached, this dainty clutch is a lovely way to
complete your outfit. Choose fabric and embellishments thaitcompliment your special outfit. Once
you know how to sew with lace you can add the special fabric to tons of different projects. It's a great

way to dress up the ordinary piece.

Materials:

1
1
)l
)l
)l
)l
T
T
T
)l

lfEf FFONRO LIASOSa YSI adzaNB
1 piece outer fabric

1 piece lace

1 piece lining

1 piece heavy fusible interfacing

Sewing notions

Crystal button

Elastic Thread

Fancy Clutch Pattetn

Clutch Purse Pattern
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*The Fancy Edge Clutch Pattern is for lace with special edgings (see
photo) like scallops df beadsareattached. YolR 2 y Qi 4| y (i
type of edge into the seam. It should remain free. The Fancy Edge P
includes those directions.

** Download the basic Clutch Purse pattern if you are makiiage clutch, or one with any other fabric
that has no special edge treatment. Use this pattern and just cut out the lace with the outer fabric and
treat it as one piece. Follow all the instructions for sewing the outer fabric.

Directions:

1. Download ad print out the patternof choice The two pattern pieces are too large for most home
printers so each must be printed in two sections and then taped together. All directions are included
with the pattern.

2. Cut out the outer fabric, the lacand the nterfacing together. Cut out the lining.
3. Remove all the pins.
4. Fuse the interfacing to the outer fabric.

5. Follow the pattern directions for sewing your purse.
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6. Match up the black boxes to join the printed pattern pieces then tape together.

Tips and Shortcuts:

1 When it comes to clasps, think outside the box. The clasp on this lace purse in the photo is
optional and made up simply from a crystal button and an elastic loop that fastens around it.
You can usenteresting buttons, decorative pinand even large earrings on purses. The pattern
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includes markings for positioning a loop on the flap.

1 Make loops from the same fabric as the purse or buy small pieces of braid, metal, cnains
jewelry findings. Search the trim counter of your fabric stiameinteresting options. Look for
colors and materials that suit your purse fabric and style.

1 An easy loop can be made from elastic thread or cord. Braid together three lengths and knot the
SyRao® ! (il OK GKS 06N} AR SyRaelagdovnénzhdztyNtl®s &S oAy 3
intentionally white so it will be visible against the black fabric in the photo. Match your loop
about an elastic braid is it will stretch to fit over the button with ease.

1 Make your clutch purse for even less by findingnfaibric in the remnant bin at the fabric
store.
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Pretty Petite Purse

By:Kitty and Jennifer frorRunningwith Sisters

When you need just a few things for a night out, it's easier to carry along a smaller, more compact bag.
Let this tutorial teach you how to sew your own purse that's just the right size. It's a pretty bag you'll

find useful.
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